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| have a pastor friend who once worked with a church
secretary who seemed to sabotage a lot of what he did. If
he was out on hospital calls and someone telephoned the
church office for him, she would say, “I have no idea
where he is. He's probably out golfing as far as | know.”
And when he gave her hand-written letters to type up, she
did so with countless mistakes, signing his name on the
bottom. On top of that, she was an unrelenting grouch.
The only reason she was kept in the position was that no
one on the church council dared to have her be told that
her time was up.

She finally did retire, albeit with a bit of gentle encour-
agement (“Gladys, at this stage in life, wouldn’t your hus-
band love to have you home all day?!). And as a new sec-
retary would need to be found, the council rewrote the job
description. And, at the end of that list of duties was this
requirement: “Make the pastor look good.”

I will tell you that the office staff of this church regularly
make me—and all of us—Ilook good. | want to use this
front page to tell you how much | appreciate them and to
encourage you to thank them.

One of the great joys lately has been to see how well
Crissy Verner and Dawn Gomolka work together. Dawn
has been working here for several years now, assisting the
worship teams by organizing and providing their music,
inputting songs and materials into Power Point, and gladly
doing all sorts of other office work. Crissy joined us since
Rachael's maternity leave, learning countless tasks and
programs with patience and grace. Both of them are won-
derful gifts to us—hard-working and selfless, and giving
the office a sense of warmth and goodness.

While Rachael has been on leave, Sylvia Wilgenburg
has offered her considerable skills, handling flawlessly and
readily the financial demands of the office—paying bills,
keeping records up to date, and the like. In the weeks
ahead, Rachael Vander Werf will return on a part-time
basis. Her skills and gifts are well known around here,
too, and we’ll all give thanks for parts of the ministry she
can pick up once again.
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All these staff members are dedicated, hard-working,
and gifted, each in their unique ways. | know that they
often make me look good. But even more, they make
the church look good, for which we should all be grateful.

But they would point you to others, too, who bless us
all. Sylvia Bons is our almost-daily co-worker whose
work no one notices because it's done so well. She ca-
res for and cleans the facility here in faithful, pleasant,
and wonderful ways. And on top of that, Sylvia blesses
us with fine and caring leadership of Church School.

You also might not see much of Danae Lapka’s work,
though you all benefit from it richly every week. Danae
joyfully and thoughtfully puts in many hours each week as
Worship Coordinator, helping shape and direct our Sun-
day gatherings. In addition to that, she (along with hus-
band Paul) blesses our Junior High/Middle School kids
with almost as much life and energy as they have. Brad
and Jayne Jansen are wonderfully gifted and bless us all
by their leadership of the High School group, giving up
almost every Sunday night to be with some great teenag-
ers here. Mike Vander Pol cares for the Discipleship
ministries, encouraging small groups and pastoring mem-
bers in ways that Mike (along with Lois) is so remarkably
gifted for. And Duane Arendse has just recently picked
up the task of caring for the grounds every week; his fine
work relieves many members here of the task and en-
riches the property.

And all of them would also point you to so many other
volunteers who work inside and outside the church doing
countless gifts. How can we begin to recount all of the
people who throughout the week are serving, organizing,
teaching, leading, supporting, encouraging, guiding,
working, befriending, and all the rest—using their gifts to
serve others in this church and beyond.

All these people make us look good. Please join me in
giving thanks for every one of them. And, as you're able,
join anew or continue to bless us all with your care for the
ministry Jesus Christ has called and blessed us to do.




Sunday, March 1

9:30AM 1st Sunday of Lent
Combined Worship Service with
Camino al Cielo
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

11:00  Church School

11:30  Potluck

6:00PM NoO Evening Worship Service
7:00 No High School Youth Group

Tuesday, March 3

8:45AM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, March 4
7:00PMm  Worship Team Practice

7:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 Women'’s Book Group
7:30 30's/40’s Men’s Group

Thursday, March 5
3:10pPM Executive Committee Meeting

Saturday, March 7

8:00AM Worship Planning

10:30 Pinewood Derby (Cadets)
7:00pm  Middle School Youth Group

Sunday, March 8

9:30AM 2nd Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship Service
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Profession of Faith for Ella de
Jong

11:00  Church School

6:00PM Evening Worship Service

7:00 High School Youth Group

Tuesday, March 10

8:45AM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, March 11
7:00pMm  Council Meeting

7:00 Worship Team Practice
7:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 GEMS & Cadets

Thursday, March 12
9:30AM Mothers of Young Children Group

Sunday, March 15
9:30AM 3rd Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship Service
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
11:00  Church School
6:00PM Evening Worship Service
7:00 High School Youth Group

Monday, March 16
7:00pm Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, March 17

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men'’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, March 18

7:00pm  Worship Team Practice

7:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 Women’s Book Group

7:30 30's/40’s Men’s Group

Saturday, March 21
12:30pm Middle School Youth Group

Sunday, March 22
9:30AaM 4th Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship Service
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
11:00  Church School
6:00Pm  Evening Worship Service
7:00 High School Youth

Tuesday, March 24

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:00pMm  Stephen Ministry

7:15 Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, March 25
7:00pm  Elders Meeting

7:00 Worship Team Practice
7:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 GEMS & Cadets

Thursday, March 26
9:30aM Mothers of Young Children Group

Sunday, March 29
9:30aM 5th Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship Service
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
11:00  Church School
6:00Pm  Evening Worship Service
7:00 No High School Youth

Tuesday, March 31
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group
7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Please note that the church

:email address is
: office@crossroadscrc.com

seecssscscssssccssscccn

secee

:And, If you have prayer concerns
:or would like to be added to a

: prayer network please email

: prayernet@crossroadscrc.com

Harvey Budd 03/01

Charissa Lara 03/01
Dale Nelson 03/01
Dotty Van Engen 03/02
Erika Wilgenburg 03/02
Jake Bons 03/02
Megan Van Solkema 03/02
Erica Ellis 03/03
Anna Vos 03/04
Debbie Anderson 03/05
Lonnie Gorter 03/06
Bart Conner 03/07
Dorothy Plantenga 03/08
Anita Termaat 03/08
Jeff Sanders 03/08
Joshua Bakker 03/08
Jenny Anderson 03/09
Shaun Katje 03/10
Michael Wagenveld 03/11
Vicki Van Essen 03/14
Hank Kraus 03/15
Cindy Kroon 03/15
Luke Varvel 03/15
Adam Schwab 03/15
Jet Gailey 03/16
Denise Diehl 03/16
Blake De Young 03/17
Shannon Conner 03/18
Donny Lovette 03/19
Kyle Oliver 03/19
Rachael Vander Werf 03/25
Trena Boonstra 03/28
Shawn McKee 03/28
Joshua Mulder 03/28
Quentin Verhoeven 03/29
Jim Powell 03/31
Brady Stevens 03/31
Levi Faber 03/31
Erin Spoelstra 03/31
Eric & Silva de Jong 03/02
Cole & Sharon Varvel 03/15
Josh & Candy Van Zante  03/20
Kevin & Anna Vos 03/22
Rich & Trena Boonstra 03/24

= A “Special” Birthday or Anniversary

We share our facilities with Camino al Cielo , a Spanish speaking congregation led by Pastor Jose Balderas.
They use the facilities on Sundays at 12:30pPm, Thursdays at 7:00pPm, and Saturdays at 6:00AM.




Small SroUps @ Crossroads
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This Bible study for adults meets Sunday evenings at
7:30PM. They are studying Ephesians. For more informa-
tion, please talk to Terry or Jayne Kok at 760.744.9329.

The Tuesday Morning Small Group has resumed their
Tuesday morning studies from 8:45-10:00aM. They are
studying James: Life on the Edge. Contact Nettie Steen-
stra (760.839.0596) with interest or questions.

This group continues to meet on Tuesday nights at 7:15pPm
at the Varvel's. Contact Vic Varvel at 760.535.9572 for
information on this group. We are reading The Wounded
Healer by Henri J.M. Nouwen. Men of all ages welcome.
Each week is a separate reading so it's easy to join in at
anytime.
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Crossroads sponsors a Bible Study at Green Oak Ranch
each Tuesday evening; both GOR residents and Cross-
roads members attend this study which meets in the Com-
munity Room at 7:30. Visitors are always welcome. Cur-
rently Lou Wagenveld leads this study.
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We will be meeting again on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
of the month. We will be studying “A Man and His World"-
-learn what the Bible says to men about work, friends, chil-
dren, money, goals, marriage, and God. Join us on
Wednesdays, March 4 & 18 at 7:30PM. See Levi Faber or
Mike Wagenveld if you have any questions.

()
Are you a mother with young children at home? Do you
want a place where you can go to have honest discus-
sions about the joys and challenges of being a mother?
Come to the Mothers of Young Children Group! This
month we will be meeting on March 12th and 26th at
9:30AM at church.
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Quite a few years ago, Crossroads adopted a number of
Small Groups; some were based on a common interest,
some for specifically spiritual growth, some for service. All
were encouraged to be a place where members could be
open and accountable with each other, grow in spiritual
awareness, and be challenged to live as Christ followers.
The Women’s Book Group is one of several of those origi-
nal groups which continue to meet. Some of us have
been with the group from the beginning, others have
joined over the years, and still others have moved from the
group either by actually moving away from the area or by
finding that it was time for a different focus locally. Some
members stay in e-mail contact and join us when in town.

What do we read? Usually novels, but sometimes non-
fiction; usually adult literature, but sometimes juvenile.
Sometimes contemporary books and other times classics.

Do we all like all the books? Not equally, but we have all
been surprised at times by a book we really liked but
never would have picked up without group encourage-
ment.

Do we read only Christian literature? No. We read a wide
variety of authors; we try to bring spiritual discernment to
our reading in our conversation about the books.

Is the group closed? No—we always welcome new mem-
bers or visitors. We try to publish book titles in advance
so if you would like to join us for just a specific title, you
are welcome.

Do you just talk about books? No we spend a lot of time
sharing our lives with each other as friends. We are won-
derfully hosted by Suanne For some of us the evening
begins as we car pool up the hill.

In March, the Book Group hopes to meet on the 4™ and
18"™. Our first title in March is What is the What by Dave
Eggers. It is a fictionalized telling of the experiences of
Valentino Achak Deng one of the Lost Boys of Sudan.
We'll meet at 7:00 at Suanne’s home with car poolers
leaving from Trena’s home at 6:45. Call either of them
with questions or for directions.

We welcome and encourage news from the congregation for the newsletter.
All submissions are subject to approval by the office staff or the elders (as needed). Any items for the
newsletter are due the 15" of each month for publication the following month.

+
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Middle School Youth Leaders:
Danae & Paul Lapka (760.432.8876)

Our meetings this month will be:
Saturday, March 7 (7:00-9:00Pm): Youth group meet-
ing at church. 7th Graders are in charge of bringing
snhacks for the group.
Saturday, March 21 (12:30-3:00PM): YUCK Day at
church.

Below are some pictures from our ice
skating event last month at the Iceoplex.

High School Youth Leaders:
Brad & Jayne Jansen (760.317.1176)

We will be meeting Sunday evenings after the evening wor-
ship service at 7:00pPm at church. We hope you'll join us!

March 1 - No Youth Group

March 8 - Youth Group (Food: Stouts)
March 15 - Youth Group (Food: Van Dams)
March 22 - Youth Group

March 29 - No Youth Group

GEMS Girl’'s Club is for all girls in grades 3rd-8th. They
meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month from
7:00-9:00pM at Church.

Head Counselor: Sue Wagenveld (760.738.0819)

In March we will meet on Wednesday the 11th & 25th.

\\HIRLS’ CLUB™

Cadets Boy's Club is for all boys in grades 4th-8th.
They meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month
from 7:00-9:00PM at church in the Education building.

Head Counselor: Lauren Jongetjes (760.761.4857)

Saturday, March 7—(10:30am-1:00pm) Pinewood
Derby at the Escondido URC.

Wednesday, March 11—

Regular meeting at church

Wednesday, March 25—

Regular meeting at church




Crossroads is a Stephen Ministry Church. We have a group of trained and commis-
sioned members called Stephen Ministers. It is their calling to be available to confiden-
tially support and encourage Crossroads members or friends who are experiencing a
crisis or difficult time in their lives. They are available for a few visits or for an extended
time. To receive the care of a Stephen Minister, Carol Beezhold or Trena Boonstra
should be contacted.

Why would one want to have a Stephen Minister? Perhaps you are alone in the area
and need someone to help you understand some of situations in your life. Perhaps you
have lots of family around but they are themselves overwhelmed by the situation or
they are part of the problem. Perhaps you have encountered a previously unknown
situation in your life—a major illness in your family, unemployment, housing problems,
stress or disappointment over another life change, death in your family. Perhaps you
are the care giver for a family member, but you are feeling overwhelmed.

You do not have to walk the road alone. A Christian, trained care giver is willing to walk the road with you. There
won'’t be a promise to fix everything. But there will be the promise to listen and encourage. Care givers will pray with
you and read scripture with you if you want them to. They will help you look at your options. They will also promise to
only involve others with your permission.

If you have questions about Stephen Ministry either for your self or someone else, talk with either Trena or Carol.

Among the books available for checkout on the Library Book Cart in the foyer are several anthologies. These
books categorize books and then make suggestions for choosing books. Often summaries are included. Most
of the books listed in these anthologies are not necessarily available at Crossroads, but you may find help in
your book selections from these volumes. Look in the index for possible check marks showing books available
at Crossroads.

The Crossroads Library is located both on the right side of the foyer cart and in the library room next to the
nursery. Books are available in both locations for self-check out. Instructions are posted. In addition to the
print books available for both adults and children, we have a large collection of audio books. There are also
videos and a few DVDs for checkout.

Several new items are available on the Bookstore—For Sale—side of the book cart. One of the titles is 7 Hab-
its of Highly Healthy People. Envelopes with instructions for purchase are inside each book.

The library books are cataloged on a computer and Trena Boonstra will be glad to help you locate books in our
library.




The Crossroads Service Group is active

623 Concord Place = = . . .
every month in a variety of service and out-

San Marcos, e .
CA 92069 g /0 12 reach ministries in our community. Feel
) free to join them for any of the following
Friday, February 27th service opportunities this month—more

Questions: call Cory
Verner
780-798-1616

6:00 PM—8:30 PM volunteers are always welcome!

Pastor George Johnson - Thursday, March 5: Serve breakfast
Author of Beyond Guilt at Interfaith
Going beyond guilt to action

- Thursday, March 12: Serve dinner at
6:00-6:30pm Arrival and fellowship Merle's Place
7-7:30 pm Dinner
7:00-7:30pm Presentation
7:30-8:30 pm Discussion (open mike for justice is- )
sues 5 minute time limit per person)/fellowship Call Pat Medendorp at 760.747.2257 if
you would like to participate or learn

Join us in San Marcos to share a simple meal, con- more about these ministry opportunities.
nect with others who care about global justice issues
and hear a presentation. Lively discussion and fel-
lowship will follow. You will also have the opportunity
to share what you are doing for justice, and to share
information about events that promote justice. Help
us build a network of justice.

Mar 27 Doug Satre/ Floresta, USA (confirmed)

Apr 24 Jamie Gates/ Point Loma University, Direc-
tor: Center for Justice and Reconciliation
(confirmed)

May 22 Dave Bruno/ The 100 Thing Challenge
(confirmed) & Jason Koker/ twoshirts.org
(confirmed)

June 26 Jason Evans/Founder, The Ecclesia Collec-
tive (TBD)

Sept 25 Jean O’Leary/ Director, Jubilee San Diego
(Confirmed)

Oct. 23 Hank Kraus/ Founder, Peacemark (TBD)
Nov 27 “Picnic in the Park” —day after Thanksgiving
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When: Friday, March 6; 6:30PM

Where: CCS Gymnasium

Speaker:  Superintendent Jim Marsh  of Westminster Christian in St. Louis and Chair of the Board of
Christian Schools International

All adults who have an interest in Calvin Christian School are invited to attend. This event is an excellent
way to strength your relationship with others in our school community and provides an opportunity to intro-
duce yourself to those who you do not yet know.

RSVP to Sandy Roth (489.1159 or srothccs@hotmail.com). We hope to see you there! And, if you are in-
terested in hosting a table contact Sondra Hester at 760.822.2601 or slh6372@yahoo.com — a host’s job is
to organize the meal for a table of eight.




Palm Sunday
April 5, 2009; 9:30AM

Good Friday Service
April 10, 2009; 7:00PM

Easter Sunrise Service
April 12, 2009; TBA

Easter Morning Service
April 12, 2009; 9:30AM
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Join us on SUNDAY, MARCH 1 as we celebrate

with
their formal joining with the CRC denomination.

Combined Worship Service at 9:30AMm
Church Potluck on the patio to follow the service

FOR THE POTLUCK...
Please bring a MAIN DISH and if your last name begins with:

A-L: Bring a dessert

M-Z: Bring a salad
Please bring your own lawn chairs and/or blankets . We also
need a few pop-up shade structures — if you have one
you're willing to bring that would be great!
The Hospitality Committee will provide paper goods and drinks.

Elder District/Hospitality Group #3  will be helping with this

event. Elsa Stout is the coordinator—talk to her about how
you can help!

March 1. 1st Sunday of Lent
Special service with Camino al Cielo

12 6

March 8: 2nd Sunday of Lent
The Discourse on Discipleship

March 15: 3rd Sunday of Lent
The Discourse on Mission

March 22: 4th Sunday of Lent
The Discourse on Church and
Kingdom

March 29: 5th Sunday of Lent
The Discourse on Relationships




Grounds &
March 1:
March 8:
March 15:
March 22:
March 29:

Opening/Closing
Randy Nagel
Tanno Gomolka
Jim Kroon
Brian Roberson
Ned Vander Pol

Worship Team [Danae Lapka]

March 1: Anita Termaat, Nichole Beutlich, Danae Lapka, Bill Stout

March 8: Vicki Van Essen, Jayne Jansen, Paul Lapka, Elise Van Dam

March15: Anita Termaat, Ella de Jong, Rebecca Ligtenberg, Rachael Vander Werf

March 22: Sarah Verhoeven (AM), Doug Van Solkema (PM), Dorissa Radersma,
Tyler & Tami Schemper

March 29: Vicki Van Essen, Nichole Beutlich, Michael King, Danae Lapka, Bill Stout

Sound Crew [Frank Bons]

03/01 Rick De Baan 03/01
03/08 Randy Nagel 03/08
03/15 George Tostado 03/15
03/22  Frank Bons 03/22
03/29  Frank Steidl 03/29

Children’s Worship [Dawn Gomolka & Tami Schemper]
Doreen Heintschel, David Stout, Daniel Lee

March 1:

[Jeff Hickox]

Projection Crew [Marlys Hickox]

Marlys Hickox/Dan Stout
Rod Koelewyn

Mike Schwab

Linda Van Solkema
Marlys Hickox/Dan Stout

March 8: Sherry Schwab, Dalia Tostado, Eric Tostado

March15: Christina Faber, Dave Bakker, Jeremiah Stout
March 22: Anna Vos, Dotti Hejka, Alexis Stevens
March 29: Dawn Gomolka, Candy Van Zante, Annabelle Kraus

Nursery/Child Care [Dorissa Radersma & Sarah Verhoe

(*denotes person in charge)
March 1: 9:30: Infant: Tami Schemper*, Nichole Beutlich, Ella de Jong

9:30
March 8:
9:30
6:00

March 15: 9:30: Infant: Serena Carlson*, Denise Cintas, Robert de Jong
9:30: Toddler: Mike Van Den Berg, Anna Van Solkema

6:00

March 22: 9:30: Infant: Erika Ellis*, Suanne Varvel, Megan Fears

: Toddler: Terry Kok, John Steenstra
9:30: Infant: Diane Jasa*, Su Kraus, Kara Steenstra
: Toddler: Warren Van Dam, Henry Kraus

: Joy Jasperse, Jeremiah Stout

: Barbara Lebl, Daniel Stout

ven]

Sunday Greeters [Kathy Zuidema]

March

Prayer of God’s People
March 1:

Dirk & Joy Jasperse
Mark & Nettie Steenstra
& family

[Church Office]
Pastor Mark Vermaire

March 8: Elder Pat Medendorp
March15: Trena Boonstra
March 22: Rich Boonstra
March 29: Jeff Hickox

Video Crew [Danae Lapka]

03/01
03/08
03/15
03/22
03/29

Nathaniel Thompson
Michael Wagenveld
Robert de Jong
Ryan Bons

Jacob Stout

Open Table [Bill & Elsa Stout]

03/01
03/08
03/15
03/22
03/29

No Open Table

Bill & Elsa Stout

George & Jo Henry

Doug & Linda Van Solkema
Arie & Anneke de Jong

Refreshments [Cindy Kroon]

March 1: (Silva in charge) Marjorie Arendse, Lonnie Gorter,

9:30: Toddler: Mike Carlson, Nathaniel Thompson

6:00

: Elsa Stout, Jake Van Dam

March 29: 9:30: Infant: Shelly Katje*, Cindy Kroon, Sophie Kraus
9:30:Toddler: Candy Van Zante, Niels de Jong

6:00

: Trena Boonstra, Charlotte Lebl

Ushers [Mike Carlson]

March 1: 9:30:
March 8: 9:30:
6:00:
March 15:9:30:
6:00:
March 22:9:30:
6:00
March 29:9:30:
6:00:

Levi Faber (D), Luke Varvel (D), Mike Carlson, Terry Kok, Joy Jasperse
Marlys Hickox (D), Jayne Kok (D), Eric de Jong, Lyle Gorter, Frank Bons

Lois Vander Pol (D)

Randy Nagel (D), Levi Faber (D), Mark Steenstra, Kevin Vos, Brian Verhoeven

Luke Varvel (D)

Marlys Hickox, Anna Vos

March 8: (Dicky in charge) Joy Jasperse, Amy Jongetjes, Judy
Lovette, Donna Powell

March 15: (Suanne in charge) Christie Roberson, Sylvia Wilgen
burg, Crissy Verner, Dorinda Vander Pol

March 22: (Anna in charge) Drea Mulder, Lois Vander Pol,
Rachel Vander Werf, Kim Bakker

March 29: (Dicky in charge) Joyce Bender, Sylvia Bons, Kristin
Brown, Jayne Kok

Marlys Hickox (D), Randy Nagel (D), Warren Van Dam, Gary Radersma, Doug Van Solkema

: Jayne Kok (D)

Luke Varvel (D), Lois Vander Pol (D), George te Velde, Jim Kroon, Dotti Hejka

Levi Faber (D)




AM PM

March 1: General Fund & Camino al Cielo No p.m. service

March 8: General Fund & Tuition Aid Green Oak Ranch Scholarship Fund
March 15: General Fund & CRWRC Disaster Relief Green Oak Ranch Scholarship Fund
March 22: General Fund & Charles Hong Green Oak Ranch Scholarship Fund
March 29: General Fund & Interfaith Green Oak Ranch Scholarship Fund

- The morning offerings are for our General Fund . Moneys collected pay for our own church’s operating expenses
(wages, insurance, utilities, etc.) as well as our denominational Ministry Shares (The Back to God Hour, CR World
& Home Missions, Calvin Seminary & College, etc.) Our ‘08-'09 Budget commitment requires an average weekly
offering of about $8,439.24.

- Offerings received for Calvin Christian School Tuition Aid are used to assist families from our church who are
unable to pay full tuition. Our commitment for the 2008-2009 school year is $43,842. Please prayerfully consider
making a donation to this fund throughout the school year.

- Camino al Cielo: The offering will go for support of Iglesia Camino al Cielo, a Spanish speaking church that
shares our facilities. They use the facilities on Sundays and Thursdays and are led by Rev. Jose Balderas.

- Crossroads family has been in partnership with the family at Green Oak Ranch for many years. Crossroads mem-
bers have befriended and mentored Ranch residents in a special relationship. Now the Green Oak Ranch Spon-
sorship Program is an opportunity for you to financially help Ranch residents through the program.

- All around the world, CRWRC's International Disaster Response  volunteers help people repair, rebuild and re-
cover in the devastating aftermath of tornados, hurricanes, floods and wildfires. The Disaster Response is a minis-
try of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee lifting up those in need from devastation to elevation. Con-
sider how you might support this vital, uplifting ministry.

- Green Oak Ranch is a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center in Vista that began in 1950. Many people have been
part of this ministry and God’s redemptive work is evident! Please welcome our brothers and sisters when they
worship with us at church! Also, please remember to pray for Green Oak Ranch.

- Rev. Charles Hong has been called to work with Christian Reformed World Missions in Japan. He is currently
attending Fuller Seminary(Pasadena, California) working on his Doctorate of Ministry. Crossroads CRC has com-
mitted to supporting Charles’ work. Please prayerfully consider your financial and prayer support.

- Interfaith Community Center is a non-profit organization meeting the needs of individuals with food, shelter and
job training. Please remember this ministry in your giving.

The Deacons report the following offerings from the past
month with thanks:

January '09 General Fund Offerings: $ 27, 323.42
Year To Date General Fund Offerings: $ 256, 794.30
Other January Offerings:

Alternative Women’s Center $ 182.00
Benevolence $ 25.00
Bookstore $ 20.00
Cadets $ 752.00
CCS Tuition Aid $1,505.50
CRWM (Geurink’s) $ 352.10
Elim Christian School $ 106.50
Institute for Christian Studies $ 120.00
Luke Society $1,446.73
Micah Challenge $ 768.00

The deacons have modified the evening offering.

All evening financial donations will go to Green Oak
Ranch Scholarship Fund for the indefinite future.
There are a couple of reasons for this change. Our
evening attendance is small, therefore so are the offer-
ings. Many worthy causes are getting very little finan-
cial support. Since Green Oak residents attend this
service, it seems fitting to have the offering go for the
Ranch. Offerings normally taken in the evening will be
moved to second offerings in the morning services.
This means some causes may not have as many offer-
ing per year, but hopefully they will receive more
monetary help by having them received in the morn-
ing. Please look in Connections and the weekly bulle-
tins to see what offerings are coming up so that you
are prepared to give as you feel led.




